Book Review of \u3cem\u3eThe Human Body\u3c/em\u3e, Selected and Arranged by the Monks of Solemes (Papal Teaching) by Mitchell, John J.
The Linacre Quarterly
Volume 28 | Number 1 Article 9
2-1-1961
Book Review of The Human Body, Selected and
Arranged by the Monks of Solemes (Papal
Teaching)
John J. Mitchell
Follow this and additional works at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq
Part of the Ethics and Political Philosophy Commons, and the Medicine and Health Sciences
Commons
Recommended Citation
Mitchell, John J. (1961) "Book Review of The Human Body, Selected and Arranged by the Monks of Solemes (Papal Teaching)," The
Linacre Quarterly: Vol. 28 : No. 1 , Article 9.
Available at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol28/iss1/9
Yaltn, G. (Rev.); The natural law basis 
of medical ethics. (Address at the an­
nual. White Mass for physicians and 
�e?tist� sponsored by the Catholic Phy­
sicians Guild in honor of St. Luke, 
patron of the medical profession, on 
October 18, 1960, the Feast of St. 
L�e, at Mercy Hospital Chapel, San 
Diego, by Rev. George Yahn, M.D. 
LL.B., Ph.D., Professor of J urispru­
dence, . School of Law, University of 
San Diego.) A copy is obtainable on 
request from Father Yahn. 
Liste�, J.: By the London post - Sin and 
Crime, New Eng./. Med., 263:191-192, 
July 28, 1960. (The Wolfenden Re­
port again.) 
(Editorial) the smoker and his conscience 
America, 103:9, April 2, 1960. (Th� 
moral aspects of cigarette-smoking.) 
Albri�ht, J. V.: Religion in psychiatric 
setti�g, Mental Hygiene, 44:162-168 
April, 1960. 
Cassidy, H. G.: The problem of the sci­
ences an� �umanities; a diagnosis and 
a presc.r1phon, Am. Scientist, 48:383-
398, September, 1960. 
Duncan, Sylvi� and Duncan, Peter: Bong­
anga: Experiences of a Missionary Doc­
tor. Half Cloth. 240 pp., illustrated. 
New York: William Morrow & Com­
pany, 1960. ,S4.00. 
Myers, -�· S.: The surgeon, the general pract1t1oner, and medical ethics, Bull. 
Am. Coll. Surg., 45:473, Nov -Dec 
1960. 
. ., 
Spector, B.: The willing of human bodies 
for the promotion of anatomic science 
- res ipsa loquitur, New E11g. /. Med .. 
263:695-696, Oct. 6, 1960. 
34 
Kelly, George A. (Msgr.): The 
Youth's Guide lo Life and Lo 
New York: Random House, I 
,S3.95. 
atl,o/ic 
Cloth. 
, 1960. 
Savel, L. E. and Perlmutter, I. l 
peutic abortion and steriliza 
mittee; a 3 year experience, A 
stet. a,id Gynec., 80:1192-119< 
ber, 1960. (This is a review 
perience of the therapeutic abc 
sterilization committee at B 
Hospital, Newark, N. J.) 
Thera­
n com-
/. Ob. 
ecem­
the ex­
on and 
Israel 
Franzblau, A. N.: Distinctive fu 
psychotherapy and pastoral c 
Arel,. General Psychiat., 3:58 
cember, 1960. 
Frenkel, E. P. and Meyers i 
Acute leukemia and preina, 
!tit. Med .. 53:656-671. Octo" 
CONTRIBUTORS: 
J. J. H. (J. Joseph Hofmann, S.J 
lain at Kings County Hospit 
Brooklyn, N. Y. The followina 
logical students at Alma C�. 
Gatos. Calif.: F. E. K. (Franc, 
S.J.), P. C. 8. (Philip C. Bl. 
A. P. M. (Austin P. Morris, S 
(Paul J. Gilmartin, S.J.), 
(Maurice A. Brill, S.J.). 
(Carlo A. Weber, S.J.), L. F 
Freitas, S.J.), R. J. ( Raymond J 
T. F. C. (Timothy F. Cron 
D. L. A. ( Daniel L. Araoz, S 
(Ernest R. Martinez, S.J.), anc 
(Caesar A. Gonzales, S.J.). 
Readers interested in subrr 
abstracts, please send to: 
Eugene G. Laforet, M 
170 Middlesex Rd. 
Chestnut Hill 67, Mas 
ions of 
nseling, 
89, De-
riel C.: 
, Ann. 
. 1960. 
s chap­
Center. 
e theo­
e, Los 
,. King. 
. S.].). 
). P.G. 
vi. A. B. 
.A.W. 
Leo F. 
e, S.J.). 
S.J.). 
, E.M. 
:. A.G. 
ing 
LINACRE QUARTERLY 
Selected and Arranged by t�e Monks of Solesmes 
(Papal Teachings) 
Review by 
John J. Mitchell. S.J. 
Chaplain, Kings County Hospital Center 
Brooklyn, New York 
This is ·'another volume in the 
valuable new series of Papal 
Teachings compiled by the Monks 
of Solesmes." The foreword of the 
book states that "this book gathers 
together the teachings of Popes 
Leo XIII, Pius XI and Pius XII 
concerning the origin, value, edu­
cation, use and destiny of the 
human body.". 
Of the 93 documents found in 
the book. one· selection is from the 
teachings of Leo XIII. two from 
Pius XI. All the rest are from 
Pius XII. But the book does not 
contain all the teachings of Pius 
XII. It has selections from 50 doc­
uments which pertain directly to 
the medical profession and its an­
cillary fields. Not included, how­
ever, are some thirty allocutions of 
the late Pontiff given during the 
last two years of his life. All of his 
other allocutions to the medical 
Bdd ( with a few minor talks omit-
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ted) will be found in this book.
The last allocution is that of May
19, 1956 to the Second World 
Congress on Fertility and Sterility.
Quotations from documents not 
directed toward the ·medical field 
make up the rest of the selections.
The text is arranged according
to the chronological sequence of 
the documents quoted. When any 
part of a given document is not 
cited, a brief insert summarizes the
omitted parts. 
The reference value of the book 
is cared for by the Alphabetical 
and Analytical Indices. The Ana­
lytical Index, as would be sup­
posed, is the integrating factor for 
all the documents cited. This In­
dex, with seven general headings 
and many subdivisions, coordinates 
fairly well the relevant passages 
from the Papal documents. Both 
indices, however, suffer from in� 
adequacies. Although there is a 
35 
reference fo1 Agenetic periods, 
there is none for the more com­
monly used term Rhythm. The 
Principle of Totality which has a 
listing in the Alphabetical Index 
does not have a complete listing of 
cross references. There is omis­
sion, for example, of a listing found 
in the Analytical Index and desig­
nated as "of particular import­
ance." The reader is left with a 
good deal of searching before he 
finds all the texts on any given 
subject. 
In the Index of Documents and 
Sources certain abbreviations are 
not explained. CD refers to Cath­
olic Documents, TPS to The Pope 
Speaks ( both periodicals) and 
CTS to The Catholic Truth Soci­
ety, London. 
Yet, for these deficiencies, this 
book fulfills a great need. It does 
contain more documents in English 
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translation and in a single: 
of papal teachings for the 
field than any previous pu� 
It contains a wealth of 
thought on the responsibil 
dignity of the medical pr 
as well as the dignity and 
vf man himself. It is a hoc 
should be found on the sl 
every doctor - Catholic , 
Catholic alike. 
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